J was born in Sf. llov.7 1905. Every four years they give me a United 

States President, sometimes a new one, sometimes an odd one. The R ussian 
Revolution took place on that date. It was aloo on fou. 7, 4905 that 

the articles of incorporation for the Wobbly's took place. 

ly father wad blacklisted becuuse he was an organizer for the Hmerican 
Raidway Union, -&gene V. Debs organization. Jt seems Like in the early 
part of my Life we were always traveling. The pasow ord was ttot Springs. 
Sometimes he would go with us and sometimes he would go ahead of us. We 

had a detter,taxwa and we would wait for a Union Conductor to come along 
and hésbolbdsbabayibhholibsbes we would show him this detter and he would 
carry us to another Division (?) take us home and feed us. The early 
Raidway Unions were all bdacklistéd, especially the American Lines. We 
wouadd up in Springfield , Illissouri and decided to stay there. iIily father 
went to work t ere and became the Yard ilaster for the Kaidaoad. We were 
Catholics. There were six boys and six girls in the famidy. In Springfield 
Ilinsouri, other raidraoaders who were Union helped us to secure a house and 
gave fo furniture 20 we could dive until the firot pay day when we could buy 
our own furniture, Credit wasn't 20 easy in tore sf as ae 40 Oe 

Moat of the furniture given to us was by bdack diated union mens lily father 
then joined the S.U. “fn. A.(?) he had belonged to it before but he rejoined it 
in Springfield. Switchman's Union of North America. The brotherhood of raidwa 
trainmen, i more ur eso a Company Union. They enacted ali kinds of 
degistation taxdaka 00 that the Raidwuy Workers couldn'é otrike. That was 
their main purpose in Life and ta to this day they are active in thut ome 


way. .U. £5 NA, ia otidl in existence. When J waa 13 yro. odd J ran away 


from home and went to the to harvest strawberries in Baldknob, Arkansaa. 
From there J went to the Wheat harvest and from there J joined the Wobblies 
when J was 14 yro. old. J was a big guy, 6'4 and weighed around 200 Lba, 
We had a dot of trouble with the railroad bulls, besides John funex Farmer 
and the Rattracadh themselves sorry to state, there were petty rxentagnan 
nacateers. They would dine up with a club in their hand and theg would pass 
the hat wath the pier ands | You had to give them a dollar, or perhaps a 
pocket knife * fe Wobblies ‘With their Flying Squandron,which J soon became 
a member of, put «a stop to that, We took on the raidroad bulls and the k.R, 

" hi-gack. The Hi-jacks were one who harvested the workers and set them up 

YUdIr0» Many 363a°* haavegt ons “to hit the grit with the train going 40 niles an 

is hourwhich meant that he bounced right back under the wheels. We on the 

4 ee Squandrzon took on these Hi-jacks and tin horn gamblers and bootlegge 


waniionp Uf" ‘ae Wo = lackeens, 


The wobblies were very much opposed to the boot deggers and tin horn 
gamblers. We had a saying that you con't fight the boss and fight Looze. 
We made up a number of sonqs about the Dee Horn's Ilose io deepest red. A 
Deer Horn was a worker who squandered his money for cheap booze. Sometimes 
canned heat, sometimes cheap wine or cheap beer . It took add their money 
away from them. We traveded from kansas to Canada. 

Qn answer to her question iff he remembered any of the songs ) - 

The Deer Horns nose is deepest red 

Jt is shrouded over his empty head 


and 


Jt's a parody of the Red Flagg. 

The food was atrocious on the farm. Jn Kansas we were fed five times a 
doy because many of them were German farmers and they recadized that you 

had to have food in order to work. The food wasn't quite as bad in Kansas 
as it was in Ilebraska. We had friendly rzelations wtthxAkaxfamananthrzough 
the Dakotas with the Famers's +abor Party who were mostly getting paid - - 
They were working 12 hro a day and we wanted 10 hrs a duyy at .forty cents 
an hour and we wanted fifty cents an hour, 20 we were constantly stxtkin 


atriking. The Wobblies didn't have any Seen etS power or political power 


or—pertiticel _—power oo they were forced to use si botage in many inotances in 
order to accomplish their means, Sorry to otate, a, number of wheat fieldo 
were burned in order to educate ¢ohn Farmer. Tied Gorrme rs eve the dast 


vestige of feudalism. The wives were ptarved Foy, a dddthe affection v0 


¥ i i Ta 
44 was easy to get in tiedr pan tay Teshaue the va kotae and add the way 


4nto Canada, Canada was one of the worst feeding places there are becquse 
they depended on the Royad iliounted Police to be the strike breakers for 
them. We wou nd up in Washington many times for their wheat harvest and 
then into Seattle where many of the men would ship ha pag ss ed Sag ban “A Siders 


° A ° P : 
and wipersat else gust ao an Hb, after we got the experience of going to sea 


J joined the JWW) in June of 1919 in Hayes Kansas and we were following the 
wheat harvest in Kansas and eventuaddy wound up in Washington. We would 
generally work in the Apples in Washington. 

The sabotage in the wheat fi¢glds was more talked about than actually done. 
The threat of it was enuff to force John Farmer to come acrz004 with more 
wages, to reduce the hours. There was an odd song that went: work 716 
hours with hands and feet and when the moon was shining bright they kept 
me working half the night. Une evening J am sorry to tedd, JI occidentaddy 


dadipped and fedd, my pitchfork went right, between, the gog wheels on that 


thaash machine. We used sabotage when we wnted to rest from thoese mochines. — 


We would sdin our pitch £ r2ko between the wheels to slow it down. 


There was another one which went - 

If freedom(s roud seems rough and hard 

and strewn with rocks and thorns 

just put your wooden shoe on pard 

ind you won't wmx hurt your corns. 

To oxgenize no doubt is very good, t.at's true 
But satidl you cunnot get along 


Without thit wooden shoe. 


Sabotaje comes from the French word Sabot 

mecning wooden shoe. 

At this time the bitaes were not cadded docals any more 

but they became industriad unions in 1979. ? 

The agriculturzad workers was 170, 200 was the  peennlnh ited tr des, 3008 
was construction, 400 was food stuffs ( wiiters, w itresses and cooks ) 
500 was maritime and trcnsaportation. 

Hawxde Jou could tr nafer free, {rom one union to another - it wouldn't cost 
anything to transfer in. Faom 7110 you coudd transfer into the construction 
industry or from there to 120 the dumber industry . 

J shipved out os an abde bodied seamen from llewlork , Seattle, Philadelphia, 
Boston, alt those ports we shipved out of in 1979 and 71920. J went to 
Europe - tnqdand, Sweden , once in 23 J shipped out on a Swedish trip and 
we touched on Vadivostock, but they wouldn't det us off the ship. J met 
Emma Goldman in London about 1924 and she wis dooking for someone to marry 
her in order to get back into the country. Put she decided ta it would be 
aafer to marry o Conedicn and then to slip back across the Line. koosevelt 
trhu liadamn Perkins allowed her to come into the country for 30 days and 


then renewed her visa. There were no mias visas or chitizenship papers 


untid the 20's J! 26 9 think. fou didn 4 need a pasdsport to get in and out 
of thia country untidd then. 


offered to marry mm a Goddmon and she seriously considered it, but ten this 
Canadian showed up and she married him. The marriage was tole one of conveniace 
onéy. 
J was in Everette Washington but not during the Everet lassacer which URES: 
dn 1914, Thia took place when the Wobblies went to give support to tie tenes 
and #/ ep font them eum . J deft Seattle in lov. in 1919. On llov. 17 there 
was a cadd came in that the J.W.W. hald in Centaalia had been raided, 
About 100 wobblies left Seatthe that night to go to Centralia to apen the 


hadd, About 71,000 American Leqionaires and company gunmen and hulls {rom 


adl over med us at the train. ¢ There wid, according to hisiory, only one 
Wobbly hung at this tim’ at but there was humber of Wobblies diginercred 
thit night 0 we know they got more than just the one. 

Simultaneous Laide Rakhened uel caver the country on llov. 717th. 

Rak The attorney generar, Palmer and the +eqgionaireeraided radicak homes 
ad. over the United States at the same time. The degion is the big.eat 
Facisd orgunisation, it was a piedaaure to buan their hadlo whenever we had 
the opportunity. J helped to burn many of them and J would burn them again 
today. 


The Leqgionaines destroyed everytiing in the hall, machines, tjpewriters 


mémeograph machines and records and Libraries were ali destroyed. 

In the Centralia cass which come out of it, eight WobllLlies were sentenced 
4o prison at Walla Walla, for 25 to 45 years. tn attorney, nomed Cdamer 
“mith gave them the advice that the hadi was their home and in those days 
the Wobbhies packed (beda> They didn't get rid of them until in the 20's 
And 20 anyw y he todd them the halk was their home and they had a right to 
defend it. They tried him alogaide the otier Wobblies in Centracdia. The 
Arialwas held in liontecLlio - they had a change of venue .nd couldn't hold 
the triad in Centralia. The dumber industry furanishéd $3.00 a day to 

the Leqgionaires to sit in the court noah She tn Prat ate the jury. 

HL the fury members signdd affidavits afterwards that they had been intimdated 
b; te Legionairxes and were afraid for their Lives. That is why they had 
to bring in a verdicrof guilty. inyone dressed as a dumberjack which meant 
geans and @taq) shirt or who Looked Like a worker was thrown in fOAAsa 1a) 
apent 30 days in the can just for being dressed Like a worker. J wos in 
guid when Elmer Smith was brought back in in order to pick up his possessions 
after he waa found not guilty. Clmer wasq true blue rebel and a goood 
attorney of which there are too feu. He promised the eight members that 
he would use ald of hia efforts and money and his brother's too, to help 
get them out, tind he fodlowed thru on his promise to the day he died. 

He was disbarred as an attorney in the state of W shington and could only 
practice Federal cover. 

J'd Like to mention some of the trials, the criminal oyndliciam trials 

4n the state of Calif. In the state of Cif. the degiesl.tures passed a 
daw at the anotigation of John Farmer and the employing class in generad 
making membership in the Wobblies a matter to be called cuiminaL 
ayndadsliasmn. 


Ha the story goes a Wobbly delegate wrote out a card for a worker and 
the worker said "what do J get out of it now" The Wobbly delegate said 
Af they find you with that card in your pocket you can get two to fourteen 


years in San (luentin or Folsom. The Wobblies - many of them depended on the 


Shyster attorneys and the attorneys either pled quiddy for them or put up 
auch a poor defense that at one tame we had over 200 Wobblies in either 
San Quentin or Folsom .J was arrested for criminal ayndacLion Gp 

dimes in Calif. J defended myself every time. We turned the court roome 

rp dnto a mockery ao we figured we had nothing to dose. For instance the 
“S'Wobblies always had a They would adwayo being out the 

{symbol of the black cat and when the D.A. would say What do you know about 
the Black Cat we would siyd "well our black cat had 14 kittens" “nother 

time in cureka when the prosocuting attorney was pleading with the jury 

for a conviction in summing up he said " and to think, Ladies and gentleman, 
this man codled your savior Jerusalem Slim" it had a different effect than 
he anticipated. The courtroom burst into daughter and the judge got 20 
god-damned mad that he threatened to empty the court room if there were 

any more outbursts, ereeaid J was found not-quilty 14 different times 
when J defended myself. Iilany of the workers who got attorneys to defend 
them, even tho thB°RBE22289* 82 $3222 Angoosdsoveranthensaunsnyn were begging 
the working clase ald over the country to put up money to defend the workers 
an California. The Wobblies even went 20 far as to put on a nationadL 
campaign which was ineffectice, to boycott Calif. products. Une situation 
J remember was rzather humorous a wobbly delecdte hamed WteCabe in Fresno 
decided Aatshs that he wouldn't buy Calif. products. He sent to Wiedford 
Oxeqgon for a case of canned goods, and when it arrived he discovered they 
were adi made in Calif. 

Jn answer to a question: ) J attended the 22 and 23 conventions as a delegate 
but J wasn't there in 1924 when the split took place. The argument was 
between the communists and the anarchist. illany of the Wobbdies who had been 
An fitlanta Seedniocae out with bitterness toward each other and it broke 
ck over an argument over centralization and de-centradization. Centrzali,tion 


meant add the power woudd be in the hands of the officials and de-centralizatio 


rnKe’~ 
mean, the power would be invested in the rank and file. J was for de- 


centralization with the power invested in the membership. Ahoyryenhadm Vut 
of the split came two factions: one called the four treys because the 

four treys wanted to buy property and they bought a buidding in Chicago 
3330 Belmont Street. And the &.?. emergency program as dd was Ccadded were 
against upiay “any property . The 4 treys Loot their property at the firot 
daw suit that came along. HH guy anmasnsangonad broke his deg - he sued for 


700,008 dodiars and ittook what money they had invested in the buidding. 
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H @ Wad! preendbrentrtey a plane - te guy who sued. 
rypied, ad we cadded them, went around falling down in stores and other 
places, either suffering an dmaginary back injury in order to bring suit 

and the insurance companies would settle out of court, Jt was a well 
or~ganized racket. 

J helped participate in a number gf strikes in relation to mining. One in 
Koaaling, Washington and ano ther in Lorado. The Wobbdies had a number 
atrikes becuse the mine parkas under “oosevedt were zeactionary 

that they called in the “obblies to help them. The “obblies adways hebped 
other Labor organizations for dnatance, we helped out dareeeen JdLinois 
where the workers were forced to defend themselves and killed a couple of 
acabba.The mine workers asked me, thru thedefense committeee, if J would 

go around to the prospectiaee gurors and find out how they stadd on 

Unions. They got me a horse and buggy and a Singer sewing machine and J 

went around selling sewing machines - J s0dd three of them - and J found 
out in the course of conversations how these prgepective fUurors felt, eryhe, 
Sncthia way ly we were able Leg tin ‘uioh betuten those who were pro cian 
and those who were unti-union. Those who were anti-union, the dawyers were 
able to get them disbarred and thrown off the case and we were able to get 
Jurors who were pro-union and. who brought id a verdict of il ee tas ap john 
L. Lewis was—there and presented me with a watch which J still haves 


peu: 
J recommen: dak i ie procedure to the defense committee on Angela Yavisa and 
they used the same proce luxe, but they went around aedling neyclopedia 
Brittanicas. She was found not-qu idty as you know. 
(question - names of those men who dia ippeared in Centralia. ) Thoess 
who disappeared that night were obtats AGL, a dittle tng 44 ohman , Dale 


V2'E 
Curd - a Southern Ilarine who had been braought ba ick; fron Siena bec use he 


| refused to 438S4 the order to take no prisoners fhen the troops wuded in to 


fight the *“ussians in 1917. G44 1, WAAR, Sk Sx< Tilzet< order 7 
Another one was Finger Smith, we codled him that bec use he was a tedeqrupher, 
Fingers, Dale and lm. Hyatt were ald personal friends of mine. tind J haven't 
deen them from the night we got on the train in Tacoma untid this day. 

They were not the ondy ones who disap eared, They may have hung or 

castrated Wesley Everetts and they have hung the ot/ers too. 

They have a monument in Centralia tod ay which should be blown off the face 

of the earth, It ia the monment to axwatdied four soldiers who were killed 


when they raided the hall in 7979. 


To the saidor on the ocean - 


